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Chankaska Creek Ranch and Winery breaks ground 
on main building 

 

 
MANKATO, Minn. (November 5, 2010) —Chankaska Creek Ranch and Winery broke ground this 

fall on the winery’s main building. The four-building, 25-acre site located next to the Chankaska Creek 

off Highway 22 between Mankato and Kasota has nine fully-planted acres of 3,900 vines. 

The 11,000 square foot main building will house a tasting room, retail sales area, administrative 

offices and a barrel room as well as the production area. The building, designed by Paulsen Architects, is 

the focal point of the ranch and is integrated into the hillside overlooking the creek. The facility is 

surrounded by an extensively landscape site that will include multiple gathering areas for private tastings 

and other events. The original farmhouse and an outbuilding built in 1864 remain on the site and will 

become the winemaker’s residence. Over the summer, the site has been prepared for the winery’s 

infrastructure including communications, point-of-sale and event needs. A custom-designed fence was 

installed and sustainable features such as raingardens were created to accommodate storm water drainage. 

“We are very excited to be at this point in the winery’s development. Our summer growing season 

was nearly perfect climate-wise and to break ground on the main building this fall puts us right on 

schedule for opening in 2012,” says Chankaska Creek proprietor Kent Schwickert. 
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The winery will begin wine production in 2011 and is expected to open to the public in May of 2012 . 

Once full production is reached, the winery will produce over eighty tons of grapes and bottle up to 5,000 

cases of wine annually including 10 to 15 wines under the Chankaska Creek Ranch and Winery brand.  

The vineyard initially planted nine varieties of grapes in the spring of 2009. To fulfill the projected 

capacity, Chankaska will buy grapes from other Minnesota growers as well as grapes from California, 

Oregon and Washington. 

Chankaska Creek Ranch and Winery is owned and operated by a group of investors lead by 

Schwickert and has been operating since fall of 2008. 
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